[Intestinal recanalization 16 years after Hartmann's operation].
The authors report a case of a surgical intestinal recanalization after 16 years since a Hartmann's intervention. After some considerations on the results they obtained in similar cases, the Authors call attention on this specific clinical case. They come to the conclusion that a successful surgical recanalization--although the difficult availability of the remaining rectal stump--is possible even if a long period has passed since a Hartmann's intervention was performed. In fact the rectal stump and the sphincter apparatus, even if excluded from the fecal transit for a long while, retain largely their specific functional activities and show a marked ability for an effective sensitive-motor restoration.